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FEAR NOT, LITTLE FLOCK; FOR IT I8 YOUR FATHER’S GOOD PLEASURE TO 
GIVE YOU THE KINGDOM.”—Luke xis, 32. 


WHY I CHANGED MY BELIEF. 
BY W. A. MORTON. 

Srrvarep in the midst of a multitude; I cried unto the Lord to pardon me 
of jarring and contending sects—some | for the sins 1 had committed, pro- 
in ope place crying, “ Here is the Gos- | mising that I would henceforth serve 


— of others in another, cry- 
ng, “No, but here is the ae of 
Christ”—I feel it a duty which 1 owe 
to God and my fellow man to send 
forth my humble testimony regardin 
what J know to be the Church a 
kingdom of and the Gospel of 


a member of 
the Eateblished Carob, ba, although 
a regular Church-goer, I must confess 
that until about three years ago the 
subject of religion received but a small 

of my attention. At the time 
above mentioned I began to take an 
interest in religious matters, and be- 
coming conscious that I would one 
day be called upon to stand before the 
. seat of Christ, there to give 
an answer for the deeda done in the 
body, I concluded it was high time to 
awake out of and consider the 
of my soul's salvation. Oo 


knees and with broken heart 


Him faithfully, and the com- 
mandments which He had laid down 
in His word, From that time a great 
change took place. The public-house 
was forsaken by me, and instead of 
loitering there, I devoted my leisure 
time to a careful study at home of the 
word of God; and my lips, which had 
hitherto been polluted by pipes and 
tobacco, | to offer up earnest 
petitions to the God of heaven for the 
aid of Hie Holy Spirit to assist me in 
the search for truth. | 
Shortly after I became associated 
with the United Brethren, with whom 
I — for about a year; but the 
poor, flimsy doctrine as taught 
them for the Gospel of Christ failed 


to satisfy the longing desire of my 
soul, which was anxiously panting for 
bigher laws, and which would coase- 
quently bring with them greater bles- 

But a just God in heaven had 


Ro. 10, Vol. LI. Monday, March II, 1889. Price One Penny. 
briat as taught by Himself and His 
apostles while upon the earth, It is 

seen me longing for, and earnest 
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that I should not remain in darkness 
much longer. 

One evening, towards the latter 
end of last March, I fell into conver- 
sation with a Latter-day Saint, or 
“ Mormon,” as he was then known to 
me, and who — to expound to me 
the principles of the as he un- 
derstood them— namely, faith, repent- 
ance, baptism by immersion for the 
remission of sins, and the 2 on 
of bands for the reception of the Hol 
Ghost. On Scripture he founded all 
his statements, and yet here were 
truths which I had never before read, 
or, if read, had never attached any 
weight or importance to them; and 
as he explained to me the restoration 


of the Guspel by an angel to Joseph. 


Smith (who received his first heavenly 
visitation when a boy between four- 
teen and fifteen years of age), showing 
me that this was only a literal fulfill- 
ment of the prophecy uttered by John 
on the Isle of Patmos (Rev. xiv, 6), I 
felt convinced that there might be 
some truth connected with Mormon- 
ism” after all. I obtained the privi- 
lege of reading Morgan’s tract, No. 1, 
which paved the — for the Voice of 
Warning. This little work I read in 
due course, and when I came to the 
chapter concerning the kingdom of 
God, I there saw the Gospel of Christ 
portrayed in its fullness, accompanied 
with all the gifts and blessings which 
were its characteristics before bein 
corrupted by man, and to which 
might lay claim if I would but yield 
obedience to the principles upon which 
the gifts and —— depended. But 
there was a difficu y yet to be sur- 
mounted before I could obey the laws 
and ordinances of the Gospel. It is 
true I found the Latter-day Saints 
ed the Guspel of Christ, but do 
they hold power and authority to 
udminister in its ordinances was a 
question which began to turn itself 
over in my mind. I longed earnest] 
tu take the step, but could not until 
got this question settled. But how 
wus this question to be settled? I 
certainly had the testimony of four 
Eiders, who told me they held power 
and authority from God to baptize 
and lay on bands for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost; but how was 1 to know 
if Eiders spoke the truth? At 
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last a happy thought passed across 
my mind. I had read of the Lord 
appearing to Joseph Smith when he 
went to inquire of Him as to which 
of the different religious denomina- 
tions He recognized as His Church, 
and who informed him that He re- 
cognized none of them, and forbade 
bim to join any of them, telling him 
that their sacrifices were an abomina- 
tion unto Him—that they worshiped 
Him with their lips, while their hearts 
were far from Him, and that the 
taught for doctrine the command- 
ments of men. Now if the Lord con- 
descended to reveal to Joseph the fact 
that none of the different religious 
denominations were recognized by 
Him as His Church, surely He might 
condescend to reveal to me whether 
or not the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints is now recognized 
by Him as His Church, and if power 
and authority were vested in certain 
members of that Church to admini- 
ster in the ordinances of His Gospel. 
I concluded I would earnestly pray to 
God to reveal to me if the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
is recognized by Him as His Church, 
and for this pur I retired into 
the country at balf-past 12 o’clock on 
Saturday night, March 24, 1888. When 
I found that I was alone, I began to 
call upon the Lord in prayer, assurin 
Him, if He granted my petition, 
would immediately yield obedience to 
the ordinances of His Gospel, and 
serve Him faithfully the remainder of 
my life. I had scarcely finished, 
when I beheld many wonderful signs 
in the heavens, the sight of which I 
shall never forget; and as I stood 
looking upon the revelations of God, 
I felt myself being operated upon by 
some unseen er—even the power 
of the Holy Ghost, which descended 
and rested upon me very forcibly. 
Being filled with the Spirit, I hastened 
bome, praising God for His goodness, 
and thorvughly satisfied that the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints was the only true Church in 
which salvation could be obtained. 

I was now no longer dependent on 
the testimony of man, for the know- 
ledge I desired had been revealed to 
me personally, and it was now 
duty to yield obedience to the laws 


＋ 
. 
* 
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„ and become a member of 
Ourist's Charch and kingdom. Soon 
after I applied for baptism, an ordi- 
nance which was promptly attended 

and on Suurday evening, April 
7th, | was baptized in the Forth River, 
Balfast, by Elder Harry Payne. The 
— — morning I was confirmed 
under the hands of Elders Payne, 
Morris, Rid and Gibson, and I testi- 
fy that by the laying on of their 
hands I received the gift of the Huly 
Ghost. 

But no sooner had I joined the 
Church than I began to be persecuted. 
My former, best friends, now turned 
out my greatest enemies, and persons 
who before had never taken any in- 
terest in me, thought it no trouble to 
come some distance out of their way 
to advise my people to burn my 
books. But this advice they failed 
to act upon, and although none of 
them have as yet embraced the Gos- 
pel, yet they have never given me any 
reason to believe they regret the step 
which I have taken. Some weeks 
after this, while lying in bed one Sun- 
day morning meditating on the works 


and 1 of God, I suddenly telt 
the Holy Spirit rest upon me, and the | G 


next moment I was taken up (whether 
in or out of the body I cannot tell), 
and privileged to look upon the world 
beyond the tomb; and as I now reflect 
upon that scene—the beauties of 
which it has never yet entered into the 
heart of anyone to conceive who has 
not been so privileged—I cannot re- 
frain from thanking the Lord for 
what the world terms “Mormonism.” 
But why had I never been so honored 
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before? The reason is obvious: be. 
cause [ had been in the congregation 
of the dead, where a simple believe 
in. Jesus” was substituted for the 
Gospel of Christ, but which fell far 
short of producing any of the Guspel 
blessings which I was now privileged 
to enjoy. Ia the vision I was given 
to u d that this was but a 
furetaste of what the Lord had in 
store for me, providiag I remained 
faithful and honored the priesthood 
which should be conferred up»a ma 
And Lam determined, with the hel 
of God, to live a consistent life, an 
to work energetically for the spread 
of truth, so that I may, in the Lord's 
own due time, become the recipient 
of those greater blessings. 

In conclusion I testify to all man- 
kind that the Gospel preached by the 
Latter-day Saints is true. I kaow 
for a surety that this is the true 
Church of Christ, which knowledge is 
built upon a foundation as firm as the 
rock of ages; and I testify unto all 
mankiod that if they repent of their 
sins, and be baptized in water for the 
remission of the same by those having 
authority from God to administer the 
uspel ordinances, that they shall re- 
cuive the Holy Ghost through the 
laying on of the hands of the Apostles 
or Elders of the Church. This is the 
testimony of a “Mormon” boy, who 
has been, saved from infidelity, from 
sectarian error and delusion, and that 
the Holy Ghost may bear witness to 
the truth of such testimony to all those 
who read it is my earnest prayer 
in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
Belfast, Feb. 21, 1889. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIOA. 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 134] 
— 0 


ARTICLE IV. 
Sroriox 1. 


1. Fall faith and credit shall be 
given in each state to the public acts 
and judicial — 0 

every other state. And the congress 

may by general laws prescribe the 
manner in which such acts, record 


SEcrion 2 


1. The citizens of each state shall 
be entitled to all privil and im- 
munities of citizens in the several 
states. 

2. A person charged in any state 
with treason, felony, or other crime, 
who shall flee from justice, and be 
found in ahother state, shall, on de- 
mand of the executive authority of 


4 

— 

8 
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the state from which he fled, be deli- 
vered up, to be removed to the state 
* urisdiction of the crime. 

3. No person held to service or la- 
bor in one state, under the laws there- 


of, escaping into another, shall, in | < 


consequence of any law or regulation 
therein, be discharged from such ser- 
vice or labor, but shall be delivered 
up on claim of the party to whom 
such service or labor may be due. 


SECTION 3. 


1. New states may be admitted by 
oon into this Union; but no 
new state shall be formed or erected 
within the jurisdiction of any other 
state; nor any state be formed by the 
junction of two or more states, or 
of states, without the consent 
of the legislatures of the states con- 
cerned, as well as of the congress. 

4 The con shall have power 
to dispose of and make all needful 
rules and regulations respecting the 
territory or other property belonging 
to the United States; and nothing in 
this Constitution shall be so construed 
as to prejudice any claims of the Uni- 
ted States, or of any particular state. 

‘SECTION 4 


1. The United States shall guaran- 
tee to every state in this Union a re- 
publican furm of government, and 
shall protect each of them against in- 
vasion; and on application of the le- 
— or of the executive, (when 

e legislature cannot be convened), 
against domestic violence. 


ARTICLE V. 


1. The congress, whenever two- 
thirds of both houses shall deem it 
nece „shall propose amendments 
to this Constitution, or, on the appli- 
cation of the legislatures of two-thirds 
of the several states, ahall call a con- 
vention for 1 amendmen 
which, in either case, shall be vali 
to all intents and pu as part of 
this Constitution, when ratified by 
the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
several states or by conventions in 
three-fourths thereof, as the one or 
the other mode of ratification may 


proposed by the congress ; Provided, 
that no amendment, may be 


which 


of 


ARTICLE VI. 
1. All debts contracted and 


engage- 
ments entered into, before the adop- 
tion of this Constitution, shall be as 
valid against the United States under 
this Constitution, as under the Con- 
federation. 
2. This Constitution, and the laws 
of the United States which shall be 
made in pursuance thereof; and all 
treaties made, or which shall be m 
under the guthority of the Uni 
States, shall be the supreme law of 
the land; and the judges in every . 
state shall be bound thereby, anything 
in the constitution or laws of any 
state to the contrary notwithstanding. 
3. The sénators and representatives 
before mentioned, and the members 


of the several state legi pares, ane 
all executive and judicial officers, 
both of the United States and of the 
several states, shall be bound, . r 
or affirmation, to support this Consti- 
tution; but no religious test shall 
ever be required as a -qualification to 
any office or public, trust under the 
United States. 


ARTICLE VIL 
1. The ratification of the conven- 
tions of nine states shall be sufficient 
for the establishment of this Consti- 


tution between the states so ratifying 
the same. 


Congress shall make no law reapect- 
ing an establishment, of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof ; 
or abridging the freedom of speec 
or of the press; or the ri 
people peaceably to assemble, and 
petition the government for a 
grievances. 


made prior to the year one thousand 
eight hundred and ei shall in an: 
affect and fourth 
clauses in the ninth section of the 
first article ; and that no state, with- 
but its consent, shall be deprived of 
ite equal suffrage in the senate. 
. AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CONSTITUTION. 
ARTICLE I. 


IL 
A — — militia being ne- 
ceasary to security of a free sta 
the right of the people to keep an 
bear arms shall not be infringed. 
Articitz III. 


No soldier shall, in time of 
be quartered in any house without 
the owner; nor time 
of war in a manner to 
scribed by law. a 


Articiz IV. 


The right of the people to be secure 
in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable searches 
and sei ; shall not be violated ; 
and no warrants shall issue, but upon 
probable supported by oath or 
affirmation, and particularly describing 
the place to be searched, and the per- 
sons or things to be seized. 


V. 


No person shall be held to answer 
for a capital or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or in- 
dictment of a grand jury, except in 
cases arising in the land or naval 
forces, or in the militia, when in 
actual service, in time of war or public 
danger ; nor shall any person be sub- 
ject for the same offence to be twice 
pat in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 
shall he be compelled, in any criminal 
case, to be a witness against himself, 
nor be deprived of life, — or 
property, without due process of law; 
nor shall private perty be taken 
for public use without just compen- 
sation. 


Argticyz VL 


In all criminal prosecutions, the 
accused shall enjoy the right to a 
speedy and public trial, by an impar- 
tial jury of the state and district 
wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law ; 
and to be informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation; to be con- 
fronted with the witnesses against 
him; to bave compulsory process for 
obtal witnesses in his favor; and 
to have the assistance of 
his defence, 


In suits at common law, where the 
value in controversy exceed 
. dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved; and no fact 
tried by a jury shall be otherwise re- 
examined in any court of the United 
States, than according to the rules of 
the common law. 


Artictz VIII. 


Excessive bail shall not be requi 
nor excessive fines imposed, nor 
and unusual punishments inflicted. 


IX. 
The enumeration in the Constitu- 
tion of certain rights shall not be con- 
strued to deny or disparage others 


retained by the people. 


Articiz X. 


__ The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to the states respectively, or 
to the people. 

XL 


The judicial power of the United 
States shall not be construed to ex- 
tend, to any suit in law or equity, 
commenced or prosecuted against 2 
of the United States by citizens 
another state, or by citizens or sub- 
jects of any foreign state. 


LA XII. 


1. The electors os in 
respective states, and vote by 
for president and vice-president, one 
of whom, at least, shall not be an in- 
habitant of the same state with them- 
selves; they shall name in the ballots 
the [rem voted for as president, and 
in distinct ballots the person 
for as vice-president ; and they shall 
make distinct’ lists of all persons 
voted for as president, and of all per- 
sons voted for as vice-president, and 
of the number of votes for each, 
which list they shall sign and certify, 
and transmit to the seat of the 
government of the United Sta 
directed to the president of the senate; 
‘the president of the senate shall, in 
the senate and house 


for 


open all the certaii- 


* 
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cates, and the votes shall then be 
counted; the person having the great- 
est number of votes for president, 
shall be the president, if such number 
‘be a majority of the whole number of 
electors appointed; and if no person 
have such majority, then from the 
persons having the highest numbers 
not exceeding three, on the list of 
those voted for, as president, the 
house of representatives shall choose 
immediately, by ballot, the president. 
But in choosing the president, the 
votes shall be taken by states, the re- 
presentation from each state having 
one vote; a quorum for this purpose 
shall consist of a member or members 
from two-thirds of the states, and a 
majority of all the states shall be 
necessary to a choice. And if the 
bouse of representatives shall not 
choose a president whenever the right 
of choice shall devolve upon them, 
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before the fourth day of March next 
following, then the vice-president 
shall act as president, as in the case 
of the death or other constitutional 
disability of the president. 

2. The person having the greatest 
number of votes as vice-president, 
shall be the such 
number be a majority of the whole 
number of electors appointed; and if 
no person have a majority, then from 
the two highest numbers on the list, 
the senate shall choose the vice-presi- 
dent: a quorum for the shall 
consist of two-thirds o the whole 
number of senators, a majority of the 
whole number shall be necessary to a 
choice. 

3. But no person constitutionally 
ineligible to the office of president, 
shall be eligible to that of vice-presi- 
dent of the United States. 


[To BE CONCLUDED NEXT WIXX.] 


PRIVATE LECTURE ON “MORMONISM.”—A PROTEST. 
— 
To the Editor of the Bolton Weekly Guardian. 


Dear Sir,—As one who was present 
for a short time at the above lecture 
to men in the Temperance Hall, on 
Sundey morning, I beg to enter my 
most — e and indignant protest 
against the indecent displays of im- 

urity which were brought before the 

rge audience of men, and boys in 
their teens, and also to express my 
astonishment that the hall should 
have been let for such a lecture with- 
out reasonable assurance being given 
that public morality would res- 
pected. To expose the evils of Mor- 
monism may a commendable 


object, but to revel in pictures of in- 
decency, and to enter into a graphic 
description of unrestrained lust is 
surely not the way to mote the 
moral improvement of either boys or 
men. Perhaps the lecturer thought 
that as no ladies were present he was 
under no particular restraint, but he 
might have remembered there were 
gentlemen present, some of whom ex- 
— their disgust by leaving the 
all.—Yours truly, 
PoPPLEWELL. 


Queen-street Mission, 


Feb. 15, 1889.4 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


— 


According to a St. 138 18,000 Russian troops are reported to be 


concentrated near the Afghan frontier. 


All hope has been abandoned as to the safety of the seven Grimsby smacks which have 
been missing since the gale of the 9th ult. The total number of lives lust will be between 


seventy and eiyhty. 


— 


Sixty thousand colliers in South Wales have given notice to terminate all contracts in 


a month if the masters do not in the meantime grant an advance of 124 
crisis is also impending in the tinplate trade. 


percent, A 


* 
‘ 
« 
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Fugitives from the floods are arriving at Shanghai from the north of the Tarytaa. 
They state that as the water in their part of the country is now brakish, they have been 
compelled to leave. 

Professor Arminius Vambery, well-known as a prolific writer in English magazines on 
European politics, declares that Russia is only awaiting a favorable opportunity to 
provoke a quarrel with England and Afghanistan. 

The brig Florence, which left New York on the 15th of November, for Galveston, 
with a cargo of iron, has been given up as lost. The brig was in command of Captain 
Atkins, of Milton, Del., and had a crew of eight men. 

A frightfal railway accident has occurred near St. George, on the Great Western 
division of the Grand Trunk Line of Canada. Three cars of an express train went over 
a high embankment, and thirty-five persons were killed. N 

Damage to the extent of between. £70,000 aad £80,000 was caused on Saturday, the 2nd 
inst., by a fire in the chief army stores at Weedon, Northamptonshire. Three hundred 
soldiers took part in the attempt to extinguish the conflagration. 

If Chicago people are not clean it is because they do not know how to apply water. 

ig to the official report of the commissioner of waterworks there was pumped 
last year 100,136,498 gallons of water for every day, or an average of 125 gallons a day 
for every man, woman, and child in the city. 


The Church Missionary Society has received a letter from Mr. A. M. Mackay, dated 
Usambiro, November 27th, reporting another revolution in Uganda. This was the work 
of the Arabs and the Mahommedan chiefs, and resulted in King Kavewa having to fly 
for safety and the establishment of Kalema on the throne. 

A gang of barn burners, whose identity has been discovered, io a relen-of 
terror in Frederick and Carroll Counties, Maryland. The owners of the barns receive 
notice to remove their implements and stock. ‘The incendiaries use balls of wet phos- 
phorus with gunpowder inside. When the phosphorus dries, a spontaneous combustion 
and explosion follow. 

An explosion took place recently at Powell's Mine Squib Factory at Plymouth, Penn- 
sylvania. Eighty-four girls were usually employed in the factory, but fortanately they 
were nearly all away at dinner when the explosion occurred. Nine girls and an engineer 
who had remained behind were burned to death. The building was laid in ruins, being 
burnt as well as shattered. 3 
_ Mowrreat, Feb. 14— The blizzard which started in last night and is still raging, is 
the worst so far this season. The snowfall has not been very heavy, but the wind has 
been terrific. The dry snow has been whirled into great drifts, making travel exceedingly 
difficult in cities, while in outlying districts it is totally out of the question. Railroad 
travel is thoroughly demoralized, and outgoing trains cancelled. Incoming trains are 
hidden away in snowdrifts somewhere, some of them having been reported, and others 
not. Several people are reported frozen to death. 

Pavama, Feb. 13.—The details of the recent earthquake in Costa Rica, as published 
in the Costa Rica papers which have reached here, corroborate the reports sent out in 
the Associate Press dispatches briefly several weeks ago. The city of San Jose and 
other cities were terribly damaged; whole streets are blocked with the ruins ; railroads 
are blocked, churches are closed, &c. For weeks the people-living in the cities have 
been camped in the streets and public squares, fearing to enter their shattered houses on 
account of the constantly recurring shocks. The monetary loss in the city of San Jose 
alone is over $2,000,000. The loss of life is not yet accurately estimated, but is 
believed to be great. At La Guna an extraordinary geological phenomenon took 
place, the earth assuming the appearance of a rough sea. The father of a family 
and four children were buried alive in the crevice, while the mother and one child 
were thrown 8 distance of a thousand metres. All over the district the hills have 


of eruption, 


— 
— 
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— 


VIOLATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL LAW IN AMERICA. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 140.) 


THE opinions of the eminent Senators whom we have quoted were not in- 
spired by any sympathy which the gentlemen entertained for “ Mormonism,’ 
for they are all opposed to it asa system. Their opposition to certain provi- 
sions of the Edmunds bill was founded on their integrity to Constitntional 
law, which they apprehended was about to be violated under the pressure of 
a tremendous, popular prejudice, They perceived that the Missouri and 
Illinois spirit of mobocratic violence had become national, and that there was 
a farcical attempt to invest the fresh assault on religion with a show of 
respectability by making laws to regulate the manner in which the attack 
should be conducted. Instead of allowing the work to be done by a rabble, 
as on previous occasions, the Congress of the United States proposed to 
systematize and legalize the proceedings. This certainly could not be done 
constitutionally; but when the great and mighty people of the United States 
demanded, through a baffled and bigoted sectarian ministry and a corrupt and 
venal press, that something ‘should be done, the Congressional time-servers 
responded with alacrity to the crack of the whip. Among the national legi- 
slators there were but few men of honor and integrity. These worthy sons 
of patriotic sires protested, as we have seen, against the infamous legislation 
proposed by Congress, but their efforts were vain, In a land avowedly dedi- 
cated to liberty, the inalienable rights of some of its citizens were swept 
away by the dictum of the legislative power without trial or the decree of a 
competent court, and this, too, right in the teeth of the Constitution which 
forbids such outrages. | 
But when once the spirit of violence and disregard for Jaw obtain a footing 
anywhere, it is difficult to determine just what lengths will be reached before 
the end comes; and so the Congress of the United States, taking courage from 
what it had done, moved on in the work of Constitutional demolishment. 
The act of March 3, 1887, commonly known as the Edmunds-Tucker law, is 
more extensive in its provisions than the Edmunds law of 1882, and destroys 
nearly every, vestige oft local self-government and, Constitutional rights which 


— 
— W· ͤäꝛ öÄ6ĩͤ̃ͤ ͤ ĩ ĩ —ĩ —u—ꝛv—̃ — —0: ͤ ᷑ꝛ— ⁵ — — — 
* 
* 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR ws 


had beer left by previous enactments to the people of Utah. The law to 
which we now refer is too lengthy to be inserted in our columns at present, 
and nothing more than a mere outline of some of its provisions can be sub- 
mitted. 

This law provides, among other things, that a husband may be a witness 
against his legal wife, and the legal wife against the husband in all prosecu- 
tions for polygamy and unlawful cohabitation. 

It provides that in such prosecutions attachments may issue for a witness 
without previous subpoena, compelling his immediate attendance at the place 
of hearing, provided that information be given that there is reasonable ground 
to believe that the witness would fail to obey a subpeena. 

The Territorial laws passed by the Utah Legislature establishing the right 
of illegitimate children to inherit are annulled, and the Congress declares 
that no illegitimate child shall hereafter be entitled to inherit from his or her 
father, or to receive any distributive portion of his estate. There is a proviso 
to this section excepting its operation in cases where illegitimate children 
should be born before a definite date in the year 1888. 

It provides for the dissolution of the corporation known as the Perpetual 
Emigrating Fund Company, which had been allowed to continue its opera- 
tions unchecked for about thirty years, and declares escheated to the United 
States all the property and estates of said company in excess of its debts. 
The proceeds derived from the execution of this plundering enactment Con- 
gress piously proposes to devote to the public school interests of the Territory. 

It abolishes female suffrage which had been in successful practice in Utah 
for quite a number of years. 

It provides a test oath, as a condition precedent to the right of an appli- 
cant to register or vote at any election for civil officers in the Territory of 
Utah. This oath requires him to support the Constitution of the United 
States and faithfully obey all the laws, and especially that he will yield 
obedience to the provisions of the Edmunds law, which, we have already 
observed, evoked the scorn of the most patriotic of American Senators be- 
cause of its unconstitutionality. This expurgatory oath further requires the 
voter to swear that he will obey the provisions of the Edmunds-Tucker law, 
so far as it relates to any alleged crimes in said act defined and forbidden, and 
that he will not directly or indirectly aid, abet, counsel or advise any other 
person to commit any of said alleged crimes. 

This law further provides that as a condition precedent to the right to hold 
office under the Territory, the officer before entering upon his duties shall 
take an equivalent oath to that exacted of the electors, and every individual 
either as a grand or a petit 


This infamous act further provides that the Attorney-General shall insti- 
tute proceedings to forfeit and escheat to the United States certain properties 
belonging to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the amount 
thus obtained shal! be applied to the use and benefit of the public schools of 
the Territory of Utah. Of course the amount referred to includes only what 
is left after certain lawyers have had choice of the pickings. 


_ Finally, it provides that the corporation known as the Church of Jesus 


— 
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Christ of Latter-day Saints shall be dissolved, and the Attorney-General is 
directed to take proceedings in order “to wind up the affairs of the corpora- 
tion in conformity to law.”(?) | 
It would require a volume to include all that might be said relative to ths 
unconstitutionality of some of the provisions of this measure, hence the most 
which we can do in our limited space is to present a few of the arguments 
which have been offered against this legislation in some of its more aggressive 
features. 
With respect to the unconstitutionality of that portion of the law which 
dissolves the “ Mormon” Church corporation, it has been argued by Hon. 
James O. Broadhead and others, that 
Congress, by the organic act of September 9, 1850, having given full power 
and authority to the Territory of Utah over all right/ul subjects of legislation, 
including the power and authority to create private corporations, and no right 
to repeal, alter or amend the powers and franchises vested in the Church 
corporation having been reserved in the act of incorporation, or in any other 
act or law of the Territorial Legislature of Utah, or in the organic act itself, 
the creation of this corporation was a contract which could not he altered or 
repealed by any subsequent act of the Territorial Legislature or the Congress 
of the United States. We say, therefore, that while it is admitted that 
the Congress of the United States has supreme legislative authority over the 
Territories, it has not the power to undo what it authorized to be done. We 
say that while the granting of a corporate franc ise is an act of lesi-lation, a 
law, because it is an act of the law-making power, the only representa'ive of 
the state in this respect, it is something more than the law in the general sense 
of that word. A law in its general sense is a rule of action, and it —— to 
every citizen in the community. An act of incorporation, or any other con- 
tract made by the authorities representing the state, applies to one individual, 
or to a limited namber of individuals, and while it is a law as applied to them, 
it is at the same time a contract made with them, which, if executed, may not 
be impaired by any subsequent act of legislation. If there is a provision in 
the charter that it may be repealed by the power granting it—that the arti- 
ficial person created by the act may be destroyed—tben the power of repeal 
becomes a part of the contract, or if by a general law relating to the subject of 
rations, it is declared substantially that their charters may be amended, 


co 
and that the state reserves the right to alter or repeal them, then this reserva- 
tion becomes a part of the contract. 


Referring to the nature of rights granted by Governmental authority, Mr. 
Justice Story, quoting the opinion of the Court in the case of Fletcher vs. 
Peck, pages 684 and 698, says: 

A grant of franchise is not in point of principle distinguishable from a 

grant of any other property. 
_ The truth is that the Government has no power to revoke a grant, even of 
its own funds, when given to a private person or corporation for special uses. 
It cannot recall its own endowments granted to any hospital, or college, or 
city, or ‘own for the use of such corporations. The only authori'y remaining 
to the Government is judicial, to ascertain the validity of the grant, to en- 
force its proper uses, to suppress frauds, and, if the uses are chari able (reli- 
gious), to secure their reau ar administration through the mrans of n 
tribunals, in cases where there would otherwise be a failure of justice. 

With respect to franchises granted to corporatiuns, he says on page 700 :— 

They are, properly speaking, lega! estates vested in the corporation itself as 
soon as it is in esse (in actual being). They are not mere naked powers 
granted to the corporation, but powers coupled with an interest. Te 
perty of the corporation vests upon the possession of tis — tit deat- 


— 
or 


ever might be thought as to the corporators, it cannot be denied that the 
— — itself — a legal interest in them. 6 

In the case of Miller v. State, page 448, 15 Wallace, Mr. Justice Clifford 
says: 

Subsequent levislation altering or modifying such a charter where there is 
no such reservation is plainly Se it is prejudicial to the rights 
of the corporation and was passed without their assent. 

This is the general doctrine on the subject which has been announced by 
both the State and Federal Courts of the United States ; and yet the jadicial 
opinions of the highest tribunals in the country relative to the matter, and 
the plain provisions of the Constitution which prohibit Congress from passing 
any law which “impairs the obligation of contracts,” are ruthlessly set aside 
by legislators who have sworn to uphold and defend the fundamental law 
of the land. 


Bat even if it be admitted that Congress has the right to repeal or annul 
the charter which was granted to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, it does not follow that the property which was acquired under that 
charter, and while it had a legal existence, belongs to the Government of the 
United States; nor that it can be forfeited or escheated to parties who never 
contributed one dollar towards accumulating it. Suppose, for the sake of 
illustration, all the Church property had been acquired by fraud and against 
direct provisions of the law, it would still belong to those from whom it had 
been taken by unlawful means. The doctrine that an individual whose pro- 
perty is taken from him by fraud or in an illegal manner thereby loses his 
title and interest in such property, is a little too monstrous for anything but 
American Christian civilization. The Church property which the United 
States Government proposes to confiscate was either acquired legally or 
illegally. If it came into the possession of the Church lawfully, the United 
States Government can lay its hands upon it only in the same way in which 
any other thief may do so. If the Church acquired the property in an illegal 
manner, it should be restored to its rightful owners, and there the business of 
the Government terminates. , 

The question of the confiscation of private property has been passed upon 
by the Supreme Court, which announced the following opinion in Hurtado v. 
California, 110 United States, 535, 536 :— 

It is not every act, legislative in form, that is law. Law is something more 
than mere will exerted as an act of power. It must be nota special rule for 
@ particular person or a particular case, but the general law which hears before 
it condemns, which proceeds u inquiry, and renders judgment only a/ter 
trial, so thut every citizen shall hold his life, liberty, property, and immunities 
under the protection of the general rules which govern socirty, and thus ex- 
cluding . . acts of attainder, bills of pains and penalties, acts oF con- 
FISCATION, acts reversing judgments, and acts directly transferring one man’s 
estute to another, LEGISLATIVE JUDGMENTS AND DECREES, and other similar 

ial, partial, and arbitrary exertious of power under the forms of legisla- 


tion. 

According to this opinion acTs OF CONFISCATION are excluded from the 
legitimate subjects of legislation; but notwithstanding this, the Edmunds- 
Tucker law proposes to confiscate hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of 
“Mormon” Church property. Nor is this the only point in which the law to 
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which reference has been made, comes in direct conflict with the Supreme 

Court opinion just quoted, for it is therein expressly stated that no law in- 
volving legislative judgments or decrees shall be enacted. 

But this has been done, and speaking to this point the eminent attorneys 

whom we have already quoted say :— 

In other words, the act of Congress declares that the corporation is dis- 
solved; and that the property which belonged to the corporation now belongs 
to the United States; that the affairs of the corporation shall be wound up 
conformably to law, and that the court, a special tribunal appointed for this 
purpose, shall set apart so much real property to this religious society, sect, 
or congregation as shall be necessary for its convenience and use. What is 
this but a judicial determination on the part of the law making power that 
all this property belongs to the Government?” 

The fifth amendment of the Constitution provides that no person sHALL 
BE DEPRIVED OF LIFE, LIBERTY, OR PROPERTY WITHOUT DUE PROCESS OF 
LAW, NOR SHALL PRIVATE PROPERTY BE TAKEN FOR PUBLIO USE WITHOUT 
JUST COMPENSATION.” Yet, despite the ruling of the Supreme Court and the 
express provision of the Constitution, the Congress of the United States has 
legislated away, without trial or any form of established law, vast quantities 
of property to which it has no right whatever. B 
[ro BE CONTINUED. ] 


A Pusiic Nuisance.—Elsewhere we re-publish from the Bolton Weekly 
Guardian a communication to that paper from Mr. J. Popplewell, who enters 
a vigorous protest against the indecency and filthiness which characterize 
Jarman’s lectures to males exclusively. Mr. Popplewell’s reminder to this 
creature that there are men who, when not in the immediate presence of 
ladies, still retain their self-respect will be a revelation to him, but his appre- 
ciation of it will be the same as that which swine have for pearls. We are at 
the defiance of the world to prove that the Latter-day Saints teach authori- 
tatively either publicly or privately a single religious doctrine which is not in 
harmony with the principles of the Bible, or in conformity with the practices 
of the most righteous servants of God; and yet when some foul-mouthed 
being, in his efforts to destroy Bible principles, pours forth his streams of 
filthiness, every particle of which is an inspiration to licentiousness, he is 
allowed to proceed withoat being held amenable to law, and scarcely ever is 
there an individual or a paper that dares to hold him up to the scorn and 
opprobrium of the people. If such indecent proceedings alluded to by Mr. 
Popplewell do not constitute a public nuisance according to British law, it is 
high time they should be so defined, and an adequate penalty provided for 
every person so degraded as to be the author of them. We honor an honest, 
respectable opponent; but when our enemies descend to measures which 
corrupt public morals, they should be dealt with according to law. 


To THE Swrers—We respectfully invite the attention of the members of 
the Relief Societies to a communication from Sister M. A. Tippett, who 1s 
energetically laboring to extend a knowledge of the truth by engaging in the 
sale of the “Voice of Warning.” This is a sphere in which woman’s work 
may be largely utilized, and great good may thus be accomplished. Those 
who engage in it aball in no wise lose their reward. il i 
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Mission will hold district meetings at 
87, Gellowgate, Glasgow, on Sunday, April 14, 1889, convening at 1] Am., 3 


and 6.30 p.m. A Priesthood meeting will be held at 159, Mathieson Street, 
on the evening preceding, at 8 o’clock.. 


Norrmcuam Oonrerznce.—The Nottingham Conference meetings will be 
held in the Temperance Hall, St. Ann Street, Nottingham, on Sunday, April 
7, 1889, at 10.20am, 2and6p.m. A good attendance of the Priesthood, 
—— 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

A gentleman who has been to Utah, but returned about six months ago 
writes to us saying: 

“I am aware that Mr. William Jarman has been lecturing in Bolton the 
last week but one. Now I am one who can rise up and contradict'most of the 
vile assertions which he makes from time to time, and thus far I have done 
so. I am really thankful to my eternal God that I have been to Utah, and 
know that Mr. Jarman is a disreputable man, and he knows it. 

“To speak for myself, I must say that I have lived with the Latter-day 
Saints in Utah, and I have found them a good, law-abiding people, and I am 
not ashamed to declare this truth, and their home shall be my home, and 
their God shall be my God.” 

This correspondent’s name is Thomas McClatchey, residing at present at 
2, Barlow-street, L. Bolton, and we presume he will be pleased to give 
interested parties any information respecting Utah affairs which he may 
possess. He has also kindly sent us a communication which appeared in the 
Bolton Weekly Guardian. Our readers will find it in another column under 
the title of Private Lecture on Mormonism.—A Protest.” 

President Samuel R. Brough, of the Welsh Mission, writing under date of 
February 14th, says :— | 

„Nine Elders of this Mission met in council on the 2nd inst., all being in 
good health, to report their labors, Others reported by letter. There is quite 
a spirit of inquiry manifested in some of the districts, and prospects are 
favorable for baptisms. Many copies of the Book of Mormon have been sold. 
Elder Morgan Evans reported two baptiams, and others are expected to 
obey the Gospel this month. The Elders in the more distant districts report 
plenty of room for good missionaries to accomplish a good work. The Elders 
and Saints generally are enjoying the Spirit Ä“ 
the discharge of their duties.“ 

President H. Tuckett, writing from Leeds, February 11th, says :— 

“ Elders A. Maw and R H. Hunter are successfully warning the people in 
Hull by the distribution of tracts, talking to the people and bearing-testimony 
wherever opportunity offer: They feel well in their labors. Considerable 
tracting has been done in Leeds, Huddersfield, Bradford, and the villages in 
those districts. We expect quite a. number to emigrate this season, who have 
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From the city of Aberdeen, Elders W. L. Stewart and E. B. K. Ferguson 
inform us that— The work of the Lord moves slowly in that city. Meetings 
are very well attended by Saints and strangers. We hold four meetings on 
week nights, and two on Sundays. We meet in our hall and in private 
houses. We spread around our tracts and invitations ; we have made many 
friends, and are enjoying our labors very much. We are well in health and 
spirits.” 

Elder Edward Bennett, writing from the Manchester Conference, reports 
anti-“Mormon” disturbances from some of the baser sort in the towns of 
Ashton and Manchester. He says :—“ We are obliged to have police protec- 
tion in Ashton every Sunday. The proprietor of the hall has taken it in 
hand now to prevent our being disturbed. The police think those who come 
to annoy and disturb should not be admitted into the house. I was there last 
Sunday, and some unchristianlike people were very unruly, making it very 
disagreeable and annoying; but those who listen get the Gospel plain and 
pointed, leaving all without excuse at the day of judgment.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Bountiful, Utah, Feb. 4, 1889. | towns and villages I was impressed 


President George Teasdale. 

Dear Brother,—It gives me much 
pleasure to write you a few lines ac- 
cording to promise. I have not yet 
recovered from the effects of the in- 
disposition and distressing cough, 
although I am much better thau 
was in England. There is a great 
deal of sickness in Bountiful, affecting 
both old and young, and sume are de- 
parting for the other side, where the 
wicked cease from troubling. 

A good feeling prevails amongst the 
Saints, but not so good with the 
“Mormons” who, having but little 
faith, are beginning to think that God 
has forgotten His people. 

I reflect with much “ upon 
the happy experience I had in Eng- 
land with my brethren in the London 
and Norwich Conferences. I must 
confess my labors in the ministry are 
amongst the happiest days of my life. 
Oh, how happy a man feels when he 
is in the line of his duty! My ex- 
perience taught me that although a 
man might be weak and uneducated, 
by the help of God he could be made 
strong and sufticient. I prayed to 
God earnestly that He would take 
uway from me all fear, and I know 

were aoswered many 


my — 
times. When passing through strange 


to lift up my voice in defence of the 
truth; then an opposite feeling would 
attack me, such as “it is no use for 
you to preach here, the people are 
prejudiced and will not listen to you 
vou cannot preach anyhow.” But I 
would ask the Lord for strength, and I 
always found in those towns and vil- 
lages I had large congregations and a 
goud — I will relate one in 
particular. was in the town of 
Peterborough, and had given out 
notice that I would hold a meeting in 
the market-place. I was alone. At 
the appointed time I was there, and 
opened my hymn book, but I could 
not muster courage. I walked away 
a short distance and returned the 
second time; but it seemed as if the 
powers of darkness were opposed to 
me. I went away again, and as I 
walked I poured out my soul to God 
in silent prayer, and He gave me 
strength, filled me with His Spirit, so 
all fear was taken from me, and I 
held my meeting as I had purposed 
and talked to a large assembly of 
people for one hour and a quarter. 

told them who I was, my mission, 
where I cime from, and gave them a 
true description of Utah and its 
people, and then laid before them the 


principles of the Gospel of Jesus 
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Christ. After the meeting was over, 
a gentleman came up to ry bre: me 
by the hand and said, “ bless 
you, sir, you have had some power 
with you that our clergy do not have. 
Not one would do as you have done 
—leave his home and go thousands of 
miles without salary, and stand up 
all alone, without a friend, and with 
boldness declare that God has 
spoken.” A young man invited me 
home with him, gave me supper, bed, 
and breakfast, aud wished me God- 
speed. I found many warm-hearted 
people both amongst the Saints and 
those who are not uf us. I always felt 
uneasy unless I was doingsomething by 
way of warning or instructing the 
people; and although I had the pri- 
vilege of baptizing only fourteen per- 
sons, I feel thankful for that, and 
also that I have had the opportunity 
to preach the Gospel and warn the 
people of judgments to come. 

it not been for the severe cough 
and inability to stand the climate, I 
should have been pleased to have 
continued my labors and visited my 
relations in Surrey, my native home. 
I fully believe a good work could be 
done there, and if it be the will of 
God that I shall return, I am willing 
to do so. I eurnestly desire to labor 
for the kingdom of God, for I know 
it will stand forever in spite of all 
effurts to stop its progress. God will 
redeem His people in His own due 
time. May we be amongst those who 
will be worthy of everlasting life. 

I ask God our eternal Father to 
bless you, and enable you to magnify 
your holy calling, and be instrumental 
in sprending the knowledge of the 
Gospel in that land; and to bless those 
kind Saints aod strangers who ad- 
ministered to my wants when in sick- 
ness and health, both in the London 
and Norwich Conferences. May they 
be worthy to gather to Zion and en- 


joy His blessing. With kind regards 
to all at 43, -“ remain your brother 
in the Gospel of Christ, 
THomas BURNINGHAM. 
Swanage, March 5, 1889. 
President Geurge Teasdale, 

Dear Bruother,—Will you kindly 
send me one dosen copies of the 
“Voice of Warning.” I am pleased 
to inform you I sold those you sent. 
I, at firs’, intended to solicit orders 
from the ple, but it occurred to 
me yesterday that I should send and 
purchase the books, so that I could 
offsr them directly to the public, and 
also bear a faithful testimony to the 
divinity of the teachings contained in 
them. Brother Scenhouse was 
tirst Elder who brought the Gospel to 
Northam, near Southampton, a place 
where I at that time resided. He 
kindly lent me the Voice of Warn- 
ing” and other books; and while 
reading portions of them which re- 
lated to the kingdom of God, the eyes 
of my understandiog was opened, and 
through the blessing of our heavenly 
Father I went forth and obeyed the 
Gospel. Brother Toronto Lewis bap- 
tized me, as Brother Stenhouse and 
Apostle Lorenzo Snow had gone away 
on a mission. 

Mrs. S:cenhouse’s work has been 
published far and near. I rather sur- 
prise the people when they introduce 
the subject to me, for I can beara 
faithful testimony to the truth re- 
vealed from heaven through our be- 
loved martyr-prophet, Joseph Smith. 

I enclose P.O. order for 7s. 6d., and 
I trust the divine teachings of the 
“Voice of Warning” will prove a 
blessing to those who read them, as 
— kind regards, beli 

ith very kin ieve me 
your slater Uh the Gospel of Peace. 
NM. A Treperr 


The noble and the pure are fond of the home of their childhood and of those who sat 
with them round its old fireplace. That man is to be distrusted who loves not his bro- 
ther; and the woman who loves not her sister is, except in rare peculiar instances, a 


woman who is not herself beloved. 


It is not encouraging to do favors for another when we are left in uncertainty as to 
whether they are welcome or not; many a large-hearted and generous nature is thrust 
back upon itself by the cold or reluctant or indifferent way in which its favors are re- 


ceived. 
into a 
ing grasp. 


lf we analyze the feeling which prompts this ungraciousness, it resulves itself 
an that which | unflinch- 


hugs its own possessions with an 
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